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The question now arises as to how temple functionaries were able to mobilise the large resources that were necessary to enable them to make endowments to the temple, both of villages and of money, to the extent of 42 of the 114 villages, and to the extent of nearly 25% of the monetary endowments. The clue to a solution to this apparent paradox lies in the way in which p rasa dam was distributed.
It is clear from many inscriptions that there is a difference in the distribution of the prasada to a temple functionary as an employee and to a person making an endowment to the Lord. A temple functionary probably received only prasadams to maintain himself and his family. So far as a person making an endowment is concerned, he is, per the temple practice, entitled to 1/4th share of the total prasadam being offered to the Lord, This is known as vlttavan-vizhukkadu, The list-of rare words given in the Tirumalaf-Tirupati Devasthanam Epfgraph/caf Ser/es also mentions that the word 'vitlavan-vfzhukkadu' represents a portion of the prasadam offered to the Lord. The first mention of this practice at Tirupati is found in 1354 A. D. in Epigraph No, 106 of Vol. 1, on the North wall of the Varadarajaswami temple of the 19lh year of Tirubhuvanacha-kravarthy Nayanan Sriranganathj Yadavarayar which mantions that out of the prasadam taken out after being offered, he, the donor shall be entitled to receive a quarter share.
Vittavan-vizhukkadu as a share of the prasadam to the person making the endowment. is not dependent upon the practice of payment to temple functionaries prevailing in the temple, but is generally 1/4th of the total. Thus a person making a prasadam of 100 appa-padt would be enabled to receive 25 appa-pacf/ as his share of the prasadam.
Since sacred food or prasadam was largely in demand by the devotees and pilgrims that thronged the temple, the disposal of the 25% of the prasadam by the person making an endowment contributed a sizeable revenue income to him. The other 75% accrued to the temple as its share of its income.
Inscriptions from the temple make it very clear that there was a well regulated trade in the prasadam: One inscription mentions eleven lease-holders who had the monopoly to sell the prasadam after procuring it from the donors and the temple functionaries. These were called as prasadakkarar. For example, inscription No. 72 of Vol. IV on the West wall of the second prakara in Tirumalai Temple registers a sale deed in favour of one Tirumalaiyyangar in Saka year 1457 or 1535 A. D. which mentions that the quarter share of the donor's prasadam as detailed in the inscription shall be sold to the purchaser. This is a sale deed in favour of one Tirumalaiyyangar by Saluva Govindaraja for the sale of the letter's share of the 1/4 prasadam. This clearly shows that prasadams were bsing sold according to well established trade practice and the sale deeds were
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